
OLVER AND KERRY ANNOUNCE $700,000 IN GRANTS AND LOANS FOR BROWNFIELDS CLEAN-UP

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) and Senator                John Kerry announced that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency                (EPA) has awarded the City of Fitchburg and the Montachusett region                grants and loans totaling $700,000. The funding, awarded through                the EPA's Brownfields initiative, will be used to clean up and re-develop                contaminated industrial sites. A brownfield is a site that has been                contaminated by industrial use, but that has potential for redevelopment                or reuse.

               "This funding is a boost to our efforts to revitalize both                the city of Fitchburg and the Montachusett area. We must address                remaining industrial contamination before we can move forward with                economic development," Olver said.

               The City of Fitchburg is slated to receive a $200,000 pilot grant,                targeting brownfields along the Nashua river. This grant will assist                in effort to construct an urban park that reintegrates the Nashua                River with the downtown. The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission                (MRPC) has been awarded a $500,000 loan that will be used to assess                and clean up brownfields at a number of sites throughout the region.                

               "Bit by bit, we are moving toward a stronger, more vibrant                economy in central Massachusetts," Olver added. "These                federal funds will move us closer to achieving our goals."

               Both Olver and Kerry wrote letters in support of the Fitchburg and                MRPC applications.

               Senator Kerry said, "The Brownfields effort represents the                marriage of sound environmental policy and sound economic policy                that will attract more businesses and families to downtown Fitchburg                and the Montachusett region. Investments in Brownfields restoration                continue to be a catalyst to our great industrial cities and towns.                I am glad to see the Bush Administration has approved these grants                that many of us have worked on for so long - we must continue to                support environmental programs that engage local communities in                their own environmental clean-up and economic development."                

               EPA's Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed                to empower states, communities, and other stakeholders in economic                redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess,                safely clean up and sustainably reuse brownfields.
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